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First Months Back in Brazil
As I write this, I’ve been back here for nearly three 

months. Because I’ve lived here for so long, and because I 
came back to the same living situation as I had before my 
time in the States, it did not take long to adapt to being 
here.  As  usual,  I  had  to  deal  with  technical  issues  that 
arose  during  my  absence.  A  long-term  ALEM  member 
went to Heaven shortly after my return. And a new class of 
Linguistics students arrived to begin the annual course.

This is an average-sized class, and they are all young 
people.  Getting to know them, I  am encouraged to note 
that God still reserves His seven thousand who have not 
bowed the knee to Baal. Please be praying for them. Sev-
eral of them are still seeking the Lord’s guidance regarding 
where to serve, and with which mission organization.

MTT Course Delayed Again
The  beginning  of  the  Mother  Tongue  Translator 

course has been put off now until January of ’27. The rea-
son for the delay is that the organizers are hoping to get 
students  from  additional  indigenous  groups  to  take  the 
course.  This  decision was not  taken lightly;  it  was only 
after much prayer that they sensed the Lord leading them 
to do this.

So please be praying that  He would raise  up addi-
tional students, not just so that we would have them, but so 
that more indigenous groups would have people trained to 
bring God’s word to them in their own languages.

Eyeballs
A few weeks after getting back, I had my first return 

appointment with the ophthalmologist. We had been hop-
ing that in the year that I was gone, my new cornea would 
settle into a better configuration. Unfortunately, it did the 
opposite. It turns out that the damage from the surgery that 
I had back in ’93 was more extensive than he had realized. 
Even laser treatment would be a Hail Mary pass.

The solution, which he had actually mentioned as a 
possibility even before I returned to the States, is to do an-
other transplant, this time replacing the entire cornea in-
stead of just the top layer. At this time, I am on the waiting 
list to have this done in Campinas, probably in July or Au-
gust, by the same surgeon. Please be praying that this sec-
ond transplant would truly resolve my vision problems.

Toward Raising Up a New Bill
As I’ve said a number of times, one important task in 

my final two years is to find someone to replace me here at 
ALEM. Well, we  may have found someone. It’s still too 
early to be sure, but a young man who attends the same 
church as one of our members exhibited a definite interest
—on the same day as the member had prayed about this 
very issue. The following week he came out to visit and 
get to know ALEM and what we do.

As I said, it’s still too early to be sure. This guy is 
also looking into other mission agencies. If he does end up 
working with ALEM, it needs to be because God called 
him to it. So please be praying that the Lord would make 
His  will  clear  to  this  young  man,  and  if  he  is  not  His 
choice  for  a  replacement,  that  He would bring His  true 
choice to us instead.

A New US Phone Number
One final thing to mention: Because I needed to make 

calls to the US and Canada, and do not have international 
dialing in my cell phone plan, I ended up getting a virtual 
phone line based in Arizona, which I can use to make all 
the calls that I need to in North America. In addition, I can 
also receive calls. So if anyone wants to call me here in 
Brazil, feel free to use my Dialpad number, which is listed 
in my contact information at the end of this newsletter.

Just please remember that although the phone number 
is for Arizona, the time in Brasilia is still four hours later 
because of the time zone difference. So while I would be 
happy to talk to you, I’d rather not do it at midnight!

Another Type of Transplant Surgery



And we know that for those who 
love God all things work together for 
good, for those who are called 
according to his purpose.

Romans 8:28
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Thank you for continuing to 
pray that God’s good purposes 
would be fulfilled as He brings His 
word to everyone who still needs 
it,

Bill

PraisePraise
➢ For the new workers that God is raising up to be 

a part of Bible translation.

➢ For an alternative solution that should resolve 
my vision issues.

➢ For the potential “replacement Bill” who has 
shown an interest in working with ALEM.

➢ For a US-based phone number that will allow 
easy communication with people in the States.

PrayerPrayer
➢ That God would show each of the current stud-

ents where He wants them to serve.

➢ That the Lord would raise up additional indig-
enous students for the MTT course.

➢ That the upcoming second cornea transplant 
would be totally successful.

➢ That God would show the interested young man 
if it is His plan for him to work with ALEM.
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