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Another Graduating Class
On  the  12th of  September,  ALEM  held  a  Closing 

Worship Service for this year’s Linguistics students. It was 
a wonderful time of praise and hearing how God took care 
of these young people during their seven and a half months 
studying what was, for many of them, new and difficult 
material.  But  they persevered,  and now all  but  three  of 
them are  preparing to  go to  ALEM’s cross-cultural  and 
survival training in the jungle. (The three who won’t be 
doing this training already have experience; they took the 
Linguistics course to “add to their toolbox”.)

For me it was a happy and sad occasion. Happy be-
cause these young missionaries have finished this import-
ant step in their journey. Sad because I had to say good-
bye to some really wonderful people. But I know that even 
if I never see them again in this life, I will definitely see 
them in the next life. And meanwhile, they are serving the 
Lord and His Kingdom, working to bring His written word 
to people that don’t yet have it.

So please join me in giving thanks for these students 
and  their  commitment,  and  keep  praying  that  the  Lord 
would continue to guide them and use them mightily for 
His Kingdom.

Network Stability
At this point our center network is pretty stable, for 

which  I  give  thanks  to  the  Lord.  During  the  past  few 
months I gave it a few more “tweaks”—mainly reconfigur-
ing already-existing equipment, plus replacing a few dev-
ices that were causing problems. Please join me in giving 
thanks to the Lord for showing me these problematic areas 
so that I could deal with them.

Rainy Season is about to start. And while the rain is 
very  welcome—especially  for  all  the  green plants!—the 
often-accompanying lightning  can  pose  dangers  to  elec-
tronic equipment. Fortunately, our inter-building network 
is now composed of fiber-optic cables, which are not sus-
ceptible to lightning damage. However, surges can come in 
through the electric grid, so the danger is not zero. We do 
have plenty of surge protection installed, but in the end the 
One who really takes care of things is the Lord. Please be 
praying that He would keep our equipment safe, so that the 
mission can continue to do the necessary support work to 
keep our translators working in the field.

Eyeballs
When I first entered the list for a new cornea, I was 

told that the waiting period was around six months, which 
would have made it September. However, looking at my 
position on the list, it now appears that I will not “bubble 
to the top” until  some time in late October,  or  possibly 
November. Now I know that God has His perfect time for 
everything, so I am not worrying. Nevertheless, I am still 
asking for everyone to pray that the surgery would happen 
soon—partly so that there will be time to do the other eye 
while I  am still  in Brazil.  I  am also asking everyone to 
pray that I would receive a perfect cornea—for both eyes.

As I learn more, I will keep everyone updated in my 
Prayer & Praise Updates.

Future Plans
My original plan was to retire at the end of next year. 

However, because the MTT course was delayed so that the 
final module won’t take place until January of ’28, my re-
tirement has been pushed off a bit. I now expect to stay in 
Brazil for another month after the course in order to finish 
up all the little details involved with moving my perma-
nent residence back to the States. This means that I expect 
to arrive in the States around the end of February of ’28.

In addition,  Wycliffe  recommends that  I  remain an 
active  member  for  a  few additional  months,  while  I  go 
through the retirement process, which is much simpler to 
do in the States.

This is all still more than a year and a half away, but 
please be praying that God would make everything clear.

Performing Role of Translation Helper
for a Group of Students



 He has made everything beautiful 
in its time. Also He has put eternity in 
their hearts, except that no one can find 
out the work that God does from 
beginning to end.

Proverbs 3:11
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May the Lord continue to show 
you new and exciting things that He 
has for your future,

Bill

PraisePraise
➢ For the Linguistics students who have now 

completed the ALEM course, and for their 
commitment to serving the Lord.

➢ For continued progress in making the ALEM 
network stable, and for fiber optic cable which 
is immune to lightning damage.

➢ For the peace of the Lord during this time of 
waiting for a cornea.

PrayerPrayer
➢ That God would continue to direct the students 

as they take the next step in their journey.

➢ That God would keep the non-fiber equipment 
safe from damage during Rainy Season.

➢ That my name would soon “bubble to the top” 
of the waiting list for a (perfect!) cornea.

➢ That God would make everything clear as I 
begin to prepare for retirement.
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